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Synopsis

Earth eternal: A photographic homage to our planet in its natural state A 4 celn GENESIS, my
camera allowed nature to speak to me. And it was my privilege to listen.a « & "SebastiA£o Salgado
On a very fortuitous day in 1970, 26-year-old SebastiAfo Salgado held a camera for the first time.
When he looked through the viewfinder, he experienced a revelation: suddenly life made sense.
From that day onwarda "though it took years of hard work before he had the experience to earn his
living as a photographeréa "the camera became his tool for interacting with the world. Salgado, who
a cealways preferred the chiaroscuro palette of black-and-white images,a ¢ shot very little color in his
early career before giving it up completely. Raised on a farm in Brazil, Salgado possessed a deep
love and respect for nature; he was also particularly sensitive to the ways in which human beings
are affected by their often devastating socio-economic conditions. Of the myriad works Salgado has
produced in his acclaimed career, three long-term projects stand out: Workers (1993), documenting
the vanishing way of life of manual laborers across the world, Migrations (2000), a tribute to mass
migration driven by hunger, natural disasters, environmental degradation and demographic
pressure, and this new opus,A GENESIS, the result of an epic eight-year expedition to rediscover
the mountains, deserts and oceans, the animals and peoples that have so far escaped the imprint of

A"

modern societya "the land and life of a still-pristine planet. & ceSome 46% of the planet is still as it
was in the time of genesis,a « Salgado reminds us. & ceWe must preserve what exists.a * The
GENESIS project, along with the Salgadosa ™ Instituto Terra, are dedicated to showing the beauty
of our planet, reversing the damage done to it, and preserving it for the future. Over 30

A"

tripsa “"travelled by foot, light aircraft, seagoing vessels, canoes, and even balloons, through
extreme heat and cold and in sometimes dangerous conditionsa "Salgado created a collection of
images showing us nature, animals, and indigenous peoples in breathtaking beauty. Mastering the
monochrome with an extreme deftness to rival the virtuoso Ansel Adams, Salgado brings
black-and-white photography to a new dimension; the tonal variations in his works, the contrasts of
light and dark, recall the works of Old Masters such as Rembrandt and Georges de La Tour. What
does one discover in GENESIS? The animal species and volcanoes of the GalAjpagos; penguins,
sea lions, cormorants, and whales of the Antarctic and South Atlantic; Brazilian alligators and
jaguars; African lions, leopards, and elephants; the isolated Zoa ™A® tribe deep in the jungle; the
Stone Age Korowai people of West Papua; nomadic Dinka cattle farmers in Sudan; Nenet nomads
and their reindeer herds in the Arctic Circle; Mentawai jungle communities on islands west of

Sumatra; the icebergs of the Antarctic; the volcanoes of Central Africa and the Kamchatka

Peninsula; Saharan deserts; the Negro and JuruA; rivers in the ; the ravines of the Grand Canyon;



the glaciers of Alaska... and beyond. Having dedicated so much time, energy, and passion to the
making of this work, Salgado likens GENESIS to & cemy love letter to the planet.a « Whereas the
limited Collectord ™s Edition is conceived like a large-format portfolio that meanders across the
planet, this unlimited book presents a selection of photographs arranged in five chapters
geographically: Planet South, Sanctuaries, Africa, Northern Spaces, ia and Pantanal.A Each in its
own way, this book and the Collectora ™s editiona "both edited and designed by LAGlia Wanick

Salgadoa "pay homage to Salgadoa ™s triumphant and unparalleled GENESIS project.
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Customer Reviews

Make no mistake - the book quality is good, and the images are nothing short of amazing. Sebastiao
Salgado is one of the finest living photographers, and his work is enough to prompt other
photographers to feel both inspired and deeply envious. However, this book has one fatal
flaw:Every single large image is presented as a 2 page spread, with a page division running right
down the middle! This is nothing short of sacrilegious! When one purchases a book featuring the
work of a great artist, one does NOT want distractions from, or defacement of, that work. This could
easily have been avoided by producing the book in horizontal (landscape) format instead of the
vertical (portrait) format the publisher chose... and for me, it utterly ruins my enjoyment of Salgado’s

incomparable work.

This is a large book, a great book, an important book, a beautiful book. Its avowed purpose is to



instill a love of our planet through the medium of magnificent black and white photographs of the
world’s untamed places, animals, and people, as they were or may have been in the time before
history. The artist, Sebastiao Salgado, is a master photographer--a master landscape photographer,
a master nature photographer, a master people photographer, and a master aerial photographer.
Each of the hundreds of photographs magnificently printed in this book is a masterpiece, even those
few printed in smaller than full-page format. There isn’t a weak image in the lot. The pictures of
unfamiliar places, animals, and people are no less than awe-inspiring. The pictures of more familiar
places and animals, such as Bryce Canyon and Monument Valley, and lions, penguins and apes,
stand favorable comparison with the very best black and white photographs of the same subjects by
other master photographers.The book’s layout gives respectful white space to the images, and
while there are some larger images that span double-page spreads, | somehow didn’t find this as
annoying as | often do.This book is also a great bargain. Go buy it!As to its purpose, the book
shows us the beauty of a fragile world we humans are on a fast track to destroying, but don’t expect
it to raise your commitment to alleviating global warming, our world’s greatest existential peril. That’s
too much to expect of any book of photographs in this day and age of media saturation. Hopefully,
some of the book’s proceeds will help Salgado and his wife in their work of restoring a small piece of

the Brazilian rain forest.

This borders on being a great book. Most of Salgado’s images, as usual, are fantastic, visceral, and
informative. Yet | fail to understand why so many publishers destroy otherwise beautiful
photographs by doing a two-page spread that creates a divisive, distracting and annoying seam
down the middle. And why do significant photographers such as Salgado allow this to occur? As
attested to by many of the comments here, most viewers whom appreciate this sort of photography

would rather view slightly smaller, yet undivided images.Otherwise, beautiful book.

Been a fan of Salgado’s work for many years. This book needed serious editing. The presentation
of many of the larger photographs is marred by a fold in the middle, other photographs are simply
too small. Half the number of pages with a more thoughful format would have produced a far

superior collection.

Spectacular book, super print quality, eye popping subjects and landscape.Comes with a cheap
paper handbook with detailed description of the pictures and a brief introduction of the area

photographed.Most pictures cover 2 sides of the page with the middle rung ruining the overall view.



Some of the pull outs have such small pictures.Horrible choice on part of the Taschen design

team.Overall, for the price and photographers vision is a good buy.

The problem with the book is that, although high quality printed, The portrait orientation obligates
most of the images to be spread across two pages, and that kills the visual appreciation. A
landscape book would have been a much better rendition. There are so much images in this
orientation that | don’t know why they chose the vertical format. Also, there are so many beautiful

photos in a very small print on the page folds that | would have paid for two volumes instead of one.

Salgado is one of my favorite photographers who has produced seminal bodies of work over the
past 30 years. This book falls short on multiple levels foremost being the apparent lack of editing. If
the book had contained half the number of photographs it would have been dramatically stronger.
There are too many, quite honestly, ordinary photographs that we have seen a million times. The
exotic locations are no substitute for photographic excellence. Why a photographer of Salgado’s
calibre allowed this to happen is mystifying. | have worked on some of the same group projects as
Salgado and | know personally what the man is capable of. This book does not reflect that. The

design of the book is additional problem but that has been addressed in numerous other postings.

| love Salgado--the photos in this book are gorgeous!!!But they are split by centerfold ! Highly
disappointinga |. This is a HUGE book, the photos could have easily been on just one page-I wish |
read the other reviews complaining about the same thing before buying.Photography----5

starsLayout of book-1 star
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